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FEATURE ARTICLE 

 
 
Thongs I’ve Seen 
(or Portrait of a Single-Subject Credential) 
 

HELEN KRESS 
D'Youville College 

 
 
 
 

The university supervisor in the back row of JFK High School classroom #32B 
to monitor scripted lectures by future teachers from Credential College 

takes in rainbow view of high-flying thongs inching On Gossamer 
toward state exit exam graduation prepared for Hanky Panky 

the real DKNY World History appears perilously 
too close in Levi’s form and substance to 

those sapphire Jordache jeans stuck on my Jefferson Junior High 1980’s pink hips 
tightened by pair of pliers tilting Chic stiff into chilly metal chair-desks 

there’s nothing that comes between me and my Calvin Kleins 
transcribing chalkboard notes about immoral Soviet bloc’s 

tenacity to confine Gloria Vanderbilts with ICBMs 
threat of mutually assured destruction, Bonjour. 

Terrifying modern Citizens of Humanity are unidentified explosive objects, insurgents 
there defined for ELLs and labeled others to memorize yet dub reflection, inquiry 

“take out your journals” not conceiving FeLina brains-comfort-style trinity 
teacher education mirrors Generals’ policies, checklists, meeting agendas 

transformative peoples’ history allied with regional knowledge I’m 
told by fearful camouflaged tenured superiors would be 

tantamount to Jezebel not in line with NCATE. 
Today’s eye-patches peeking out from ‘70s retro style low-rise SevenForAllMankind jeans 

tell me what Joplin wore under denim still able to sing blues, Blue 2, Blue Cult 
time-warped Silver desks now facing whiteboard notes on terrorism 

thorny distrust of higher education radical multiculturalists 
tinnitus effect from Lucky Brand public announcements 

tangled Mr. Mackey voice promoting clubs akin to 
“teens against dysfunctional families, mmkay?” 
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