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Editor's Note

The eighth volume of the JCT begins with a wide array of articles
on a number of subjects important to the curriculum fleld.

William F. Pinar's essay begins this issue with a discussion of the
problem of the complicated contents of self constitution and its
implications for those of us attempting to understand curriculum
and instruction. His essay also provides a very fine discussion of
some of the major figures in post-structuralist thought.

Educational administration theory and theology are the subjects
connected in a very fine essay by Ellis Joseph. Joseph provides us
with an excellent historical analysis of the impact of Protestant
theology on educational administrative theory. This theology lead us
to “glancing at the center rather than the circumference.”

Florence Krall provides us witha beautiful autobiographic account
of the meaning of “Deep Ecology” and its pedagogic implications.
Krall's essay reads like the graceful and majestic Earth she de-
scribes.

Nelson Haggerson's Macdonald Award essay enhances our under-
standing of various research paradigms with particular emphasis on
the roles and relationships of the researcher in the domain of
curriculum. It is a fine tribute to the work of James B. Macdonald
because not only does the Haggerson essay praise the work done by
Macdonald, but it also carries on with that work.

Professors Martel and Peterat in their Aoki Award essay, a portion
of which is presented in dialogue form, deal with womanness at the
margins in schools. The authors present an in depth analysis of this
phenomenon and they provide a discussion of the redefinition of
marginality. They claim, based on some of Professor Aoki's work, that
within this marginality there is hope.

The essay section concludes with an updating of “The Genealogy
of Curriculum Researchers” by Schubert, Schubert, Herzog, Posner
and Kridel, The original work by Schubert and Posner appeared in
JCT 2:2 as “Origins of the Curriculum Field Based on a Study of
Mentor-Student Relationships”™. This new research provides a fine
update.

The issue concludes with two of our regular sections. In the first
section “Curriculum Projects and Reports” Jones and Steinbrink
discuss confluent curriculum. The issue concludes with the “Signifi-
cant Others™ section.

—-W.M.R.—

Lssays

Autobiography and the Architecture of Self

W. F. Pinar
Professor and Chair
Department of Curriculumr and Instruction
Louisiana State University

Is there an authentic self? In Jungian terms,! thi
concept is roughly equivalent to the relig;ious conséeptth :)St"
soul. In Jung'’s imagery of self, Self is the totality of which
ego, personality, animus, anima, and so on, are constitu-
ent parts. Personality is that which is socially expressed
and constituted; it merges and separates itself from Self.

In this movement of merging and separating can bé
situated the issue of authenticity and inauthenticity.? If
the _personality is disjunctive with self, i.e., represents a
denial, distortion, or some other form of convolution of
that “Self. we can judge the self (personality) as inauthen-
tic. “He does not know himself” is a judgment that
suggests the person being cbserved in some way is veiled
from himself, is in contradiction with himself. On the
contrary, the person whose actions express the smooth-
ness, indeed, peacefulness, of being congruent with the
Self, can be said to be authentic. Heidegger® sought this

peac.:efulness. this pre-modern absence of angst and
crisis, in much of his philosophical work. It is an end-state
and a value embedded in much recent curriculum dis-
c01_1rse.4 Because ideas of self and authenticity/inauthen-
ticity are commeon, perhaps increasingly so as curriculum
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8 Joumnal of Curriculum Theorizing 8:1 B

riculum theory continues to borrow from continental
philosophy and literary theory, they become appropriate
subjects for scrutiny and theorizing, theorizing situated
not in the parent disciplines in which they originated, but
in contemporary curriculum discourses where we use

them now.?

An Archeology of Self
Imagery of sedimentation, social or individual, is a

literary device, not data, as Foucault® seems to say much
of the time. Images provide a landscape, a way of describ-
ing, a point of view. For the moment, let us visualize the
following.

Freud,” more importantly than Jung, has taught that
“energy is neither created nor destroyed,” that all that
happens to us as infants and children remains, almost
always hidden from view, but present nonetheless. These
accumulations of experience, layers of sedimentation,
social, private, of various modalities and categories,
constitute a Self, and within the self, an ego, superego, an
id. For Jung, the unconscious spheres of processes of
these aspects of the individual are pre-individual, i.e.,
collective (as in species) as well as individual.

The issue of the private vs. social character of self
formation8 is non-problematic here. Imporiant are the
social {including specifically class) determinants of family
and individual. As well, gender, and specifically political
contents of self constitution are central. The issue prob-
lematic here concerns the implications of this compli-
cated fact for those of us who work to understand curricu-
lum and instruction. To move closer to the issue of

implications, let us move now to illustrations of the above

observations.
L] E ] ® ®

... and, being dashed
From error on to error, every turn

Still brought me nearer to the central truth.
(E. B. Browning, Aurora Leigh, Book First)

The central truth might well be who I am been
conditioned to be, and its realization is living accordance
with it. There is a psychic symmetry to such an achieve-
ment, but it is not without its ‘difficulties, difficulties in
travglf!hzg there and once having arrived.

course, schools create constant div

this destination of authentic self. For r:osfr;i?;l;cf;?lrg
tprivate school children, the models of “learner” presented
e(r)x them clash with who they are and the identities

coura.ged at home.? Social and class dislocations occur
concorr_ntantly with psychological distortions. As well, a
capitalist economy, with its tendencies to commod'ify
psycho-social processes, including personality constitution
and identification, contributes to self-estrangement.!© At
this time in capitalism, at this place-nation-state w.ithin
educa”tiona.l institutions, the prospects for “au'thentic
being” and “authentic self-knowledge” are few.!! So it is
that calls for a “return to things themselve.s" to the
discovery of “authentic voice™ have political as'well as
epistemological and pedagogical content. Such work
involves a “bracketing” and distancing that makes psy-
chologically possible a politico-cultural critique. Hom-
iletictans such as Troegger!? see “authentic voice” .as pre-
condition for effective preaching; it is as well a precondi-
tion for other forms of pedogogy, in the present situation

“ihat does it mean to “be brought nearer the centrai
truth™? For one who has been lostin a Heideggeran public
world 91’ false selves and false values, it means “returning
home.” For Heidegger, it meant literally staying home
refusing to accept university appointments in large so:
phisticated cities such as Munich and Berlin. He ' re-
ferred to remain in Freiberg, a city near his bir}:hplage.

Philosophical work does not take its course as the
aloof business of a man apart. It belongs in the
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midst of the work of peasants. When the young

peasant drags his heavy sledge up the slope, and

then guides it, piled high wit_h beech logs. dot\;rln

the dangerous descent {0 his house, when the

herdsman, lost in the thought and slow of step.

drives his cattle up the slope, when the peasant in

his shed gets the countless shingles ready for his

roof—then is my work of the same kind. It is

intimately rooted in and related to the life of the

peasants.'® .

Of course, for another, returning home, being hoge.
might mean a city. The geographical .move (or rer.naiin thge):
contributes variably to the psychological journey; it ; oy
latter which is pertinent. Returning“home“ mtaansdi e1 g_
relatively conscious of origins, being “open” to the a!;: ir?
sure of unconscious material (through dreams, W ko ﬂ%
fantasy and so on) and integrating those origins; o
present circumstances. Remaining near the place o onvsl:rh
birth may make such a process more pqssible. altho u?o 2
this is only possibility, and Heidegger's reverence b
home and birthplace is nostalgic.* For many, return g

ving far away.
homg;z:a‘f;foﬁzn. ii the issue resolved? The issue of
authenticity may be, but the educational issue rernainls.
What do I make of what I have been made? Put different y.5
what is to be the relation of the knower te the known
What if who I have been conditioned to be is a homo-

phobe, a racist, a misogynist? Experiencing this racism

d self-acceptance
av lead to psychological healing an pt:
ﬁo?ncntarﬂy.pbut even a partially conscious individual

understands this posture is unacceptable. One must then &

work against this particular legacy, perhaps through

logic, perhaps through prayer and other religious means,

perhaps through study. The point is this: as significant as

seif-knowledge and authenticity are, as important as itis |

now for teachers to exemplify as well as.know these.n;odei
d’etre, they do not constitute historical end-points O

Ptnar 11

psychological end-states. They set the stage for asking:
what attitudes and actions are appropriate given this self-
knowledge?!®

For Foucault,!® this question must be answered
through identification with marginalized groups: the so-
called insane, the impoverished, loathed groups of vari-
ous categories. While for Sartre such an answer meant
writing that was both philosophical and political in na-
ture, and conventional political action, such as street
activism.!” Foucault acknowledges no such division;
writing is political action. Theory is practice. Politics is
the power competition among various discourses (world-
views, world representations) and so the struggle over
discourse is inescapably political.

This choice to identify with marginalized social groups
can be made intra-psychically, and illustrates the order of
thoughts and action implied by an “architecture of self".
Of course there is no one-to-one correspondence between
social group and intre-pychic elements, nor can the
suffering of the former be compared to the repression of
the latter. Acknowledging the ontological incommensura-
bility one accepts still that political action can and ought
to occur within the individual character structure, as well
as across character types or groups. Reich and others!8
have sketched associations between “character struc-
ture” and political orientations. While such associations
are more suggestive than descriptive (repressed liberals
are hardly uncommon for instance}, they do point to the

_ appropriateness of linking the two spheres of concern,
. however complicated that might be.

Lasch adds a third element to this analysis: historical

. moment. In his 1985 study of what he terms The Minimal
& 8elf,'® he argues that two twentieth-century events— the
. Holocaust (and the present threat of nuclear annilihation)
. and the development of an imagistic (read non-linear, and
. momentary) culture have eroded the self's sublimited
. relationship to the public sphere (and all objects within it,
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including human beings). The self so receded it becomes;-
self-involved or narcissistic, a developmental turn o

events which makes for presentism (either solipsism o;
symbiosis, two sides of the same psychological coirg ax;s

political passivity. 1t also makes for anomie in the sc qoti ,
where an antiquated curriculum {read non-imaglhsi ;
compounded by excessive linearity) insures the atrop. el—
capacity for sublimation withers further. Withox_.lt a cuk
tural and characterological basis for academic work,
school officials and parents must resort to external re-
wards and (more commonly during the Reagan Resfora:
tion) punishments.?° Returning home, finding t}le cen

tral truth”, discovering oneself, is only a beginning.

* [ = - *

“The things one says are all unsuccessful attempts to say

omething else.”
° € (Bertrand Russel, letter to Lady Otto Morrell,
August, 1918)

Psychoanalysisis a systematic method for uncovering
that which one does not say, does not know, who one lrras
once but is not (exclusively or consciously) now. Psyc oa:-
nalysis has scientific origins, although its scientific sta 1;
ues is a well-worn subject of dispute. Scientific or not.i
is a system, and that may represent what for Gadamer is

the wholly inappropriate movement of scientific method

into human and cultural spheres. Rejecting Romanticist

as well as scientific world views, Gadamer argued for a _

constructive (not in a Piagetian sense), aesthetic episte-

mology. It is a theory of knowing that takes creation more ._ '.

seriously than discovery.

hether &
Nietzsche attacks the very idea_ of a system, w |
philosophical or scientific.2! “The will to a systemis a lack |
of integrity,” he writes in Twilight of the Idols. He views

systems of thought as veils of maya, functioning to protect

us from the harsh and chaotic nature of human existence. :

Y T P T—
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The distance that reflection and system-building creates
between the individual and the turbulence and fluidity of
everyday life is the distance of Apollonian dreaming. As
such dreaming comforts us with “the healing balm of
blissful illusion,” it provides us a “splendid illusion that
would cover dissonance with a veil of beauty.??

The Apollonian movement Nietzsche contrasts with
the Dionysian impulse, an interest in piercing the veil
created by theorizing and system-building, or the illusion
of a stable, fixed, “authentic reef.” Such stability is
undermined by the Dionysian quest for an “intoxicated
reality”. While such a quest does yield closer contact with
and a “truer” experience of reality than can Apollonian
dreaming, Nietzsche acknowledges as well that unre-
strained, this impulse quickly leads to excess and frenzy.2?

Nietzsche's poles or orientations of contrast represent
a very simple self system; they correspond (only in a
limited sense) with Freud's imagery of id and super ego,
although the Apollonian interest is less punative than it
is stability-seeking. It may be that in each historical
period different impulses ascend, and others recede,
according to class, ethnicity, and of course according to
individual within each class and ethnic grouping. For
Lasch, the contemporary (male) self is undermined by the
breakdown in the Apollonian illusion of constancy and
fixed identity, and thus at the mercy of Dionysian incon-
stancy (a major symptom of which includes narcissism—
self denied or fused). Interesting in this regard is Nietzsche’s
description of Dionysian impulses, in language very close
to Lasch’s account of symbiosis, that form of narcissism
which projects self onto world, denying the independent
existence (or identity) of each. Dionysus séeks to discover
“the Mothers of Being”, who lead the way to “the mysteri-
ous primordial unity.” In object relations theory, 2¢ such

. language suggests the yearning of the over-determined

(male) ego, excessively distanced from its pre-oedipal

;' identification with the mother, now stranded in a world of
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atomized items, whirling about without meaning or sol-
ace. It is the isolation and impotence of Lasch’s solipsist.

One imagines the proliferation of the contemporary
American school during times of cultural fluidity. Immi-
gration was of sufficient magnitude during the period
1890-1930 that the fixed identity of a nation seemed
threatened. Racist groups attempted to influence main-
stream educational groups such as the National Educa-
tion Association.?s Perhaps at the height of this Dionysian
development, the curriculum field was born, conceived of
the parents of management/business and educational
administration, brought up to ensure standardization. Its
cultural function was to wean immigrants’ children away
from their parents (and from their parents’ origins), to
create for them a fixed American identity, one over-
determined (i.e., excessively patriotic), stereotypic, thus
reliable. The emphasis of the curriculum was language,
manners (including the range of cultural expectations
and standards— dress, courtesy, etc., and preparation for
mass labor, and arithmetic (for business).

Curriculum as enculturation, as political socializa-
tion is, in Nietzschean terms, an metaphysical expression
of the human will to power. In this sense, curriculum is
the human hubris to make order out of the chaotic,

knowledge out of mystery. Nietzsche: “It is an eternal §
phenomenon; the insatiable will always find a way to §
detain its creatures in life and compel them to live on, by - &
means of an {llusion spread over things.™® Intellectual §

historian Alan Megill comments:

In ‘Socratic’ culture, men are claimed by the
delusion that through the love of knowledge
they will be able to ‘heal the eternal wound

of existence.’ In ‘artistic’ culture, they are
ensnared by a ‘seductive’ veil of beauty fluttering

Pinar 15

that ‘beneath the whirl of phenomena eternal
life flows on indestructibly.”*”

The scholar, the theorist, the intellectual believe they gain
privileged points of view, by virtue of information un-
earthed, imaginatively interpreted, and convincingly
argued. For Nietzsche, this belief is illusion. Academics
and others who live “the life of the mind” are simply men
and women also struggling to balm the “wound of exis-
tence.” The Piagetian developmental achievement of for-
mal operations is only another statement of this evasion.
For Nietzsche, human abstract thought is “wretched,
transitory, purposeless, forceful.”?® Human thought is a
falsification of reality. Nietzsche: “Every concept origi-
nates through equating the unequal.”?® The Nietzschean
world is without order, made up of atomized bits of matter
and circumstance, incapable of yielding to generalization
or conclusion. Science is the contemporary religion that
denies and distorts this reality. The Christian God may be
dead, Nietzsche asserts, but “He” is replaced by another
God: Science. Scientists are the high priests of the modern
period. They give hope of a better life after the present one,
a life free from disease, toil, and ignorance. For Nietzsche
these promises are no different than those offered by
ecclesiastical officials: incapable of final substantiation,
they lead only to tithing.

What is the function of human cognition in this
“scheme” (anti-scheme)? Megill summarizes:

In short, concepts do not give us a true, genuine
knowledge of reality. On the contrary, they are
bare schemata that rob reality of its multiplicity
and hurman experience of its original richness and
vitality.3°

Where does Nietzshe leave us? In a world of Dionysian

immediacy and sensuality? Yes and no. While he desires
both, he acknowledges that only by transcending imme-
diacy and sensuality into abstraction do human beings

before their eyes. In ‘tragic’ culture, they
are given ‘metaphysical comfort’ by the belief
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achieve some degree of humanness. Megill observes on
this point:
...Nietzsche envisages not the destruction of the
conceptual world but rather...its deconstruction—
that is, its transportation into a realm of aesthetic
illusion and play.?!

As artistic creation, as myth-maker, science is praised.
In his Human, All-Too-Human, Nietzsche endorses “the
spirit of science,” “scientific knowledge,” “scientific meth-
ods,” the “clear thinking of reason,” “rigorous thought,
cautious judgment, and logical conclusions,” and “the
spirit of enlightenment” as opposed to “Romanticism”.
Furthermore, as Megill explains:

Artists, he suggests, are intellectual lightweights.
The artist “does not stand in the front rank of
enlightenment and civilization of humanity,” for
he remains a child or youth throughout his life,
his development having been arrested “at the
point where he was overcome by his artistic
impulse”. Artists are “always of necessity epigoni.”
They lighten the burdens of life, but their healing
is only temporary, and in the meantime it has the
unfortunate effect of discouraging men “from
working toward a genuine improvement in their
conditions”. Their backward, childish condition
leads to a belief in gods and daemons, to a
spiritualization of nature, to a hatred of sci-
ence.32

Yet this seemingly “positivistic” voice makes clear that

science is— like art— also a fiction. What is praiseworthy
about science is that which is praiseworthy about art: the 3

capacity of fiction to make order out of the universe, to

serve as “vital lie,” to function as myths and as means by §
which myths can be created, destroyed, and reformu- §
lated. For Nietzsche the evil of contemporary science is its §
destruction of myth, and the creation of a Western culture 1
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that is rationalistic and obsessively skeptical. Megill
summarizes succinctly:

According to Nietzsche, present-day culture is
critical, rational, skeptical, and ironical— in sum,
antimythical. The clearest expression of this an-
timythical drive is to be found in the way we
approach our past. Our inclination, according to
Nietzsche, is to examine the past in a critical and
scientific spirit. In so doing, we have made mythic
consciousness all but impossible. In Nietzsche's
words, “it is probable...that almost everyone, upon
close examination, finds that the critical-histori-
cal spirit of our culture has so affected him that he
can only make the former existence of myth
credible to himself by means of scholarship,
through intermediary abstractions.” Instead of
living by a common native myth, which would give
to our culture a firm foundation and protect it
from the dissolving effects of the historical proc-
ess, we try to live by a naive optimism and by faith
in knowledge.3?

This, in Nietzsche's view, is a disaster. For Nietzsche
believes myth to be absolutely essential to the health of a
culture: '

Without myth every culture loses the healthy
power of its creativity: only a horizon defined by
myths completes and unifies a whole cultural
movement. Myth alone saves all the posers of the
imagination and of Apollonian dream from their
aimless wanderings. The images of the myth have
to be the unnoticed omnipresent demonic guardi-
ans, under whose care the young soul grows to
maturity and whose signs help the man to inter-
pret his life and struggles. Even the state knows
no more powerful unwritten laws than the mythi-
cal foundation that guarantees its connection
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with religion and its growth from mythical no-
tions. The problem, then, is to recover myth, and
thus to restore the lost vitality of culture.34

Cultural myths are, of course, intertwined with per-
sonal myths. In one sense of architect of self works with
the material of myths, especially its literary subgenre,
stories. We tell stories about our families, our school
history, etc., and in so doing interpret experience, creat-
ing fictions. Our personal stories occur in cultural stories,
sometimes coinciding with the latter, sometimes told in
opposition or denial of them. The point is that in a
Nietzschean sense the self is fictive; it is an aesthetic
creation, and the means by which the self is planned and
“built” are story-telling and myth-making.

Curriculum which denies teachers’ and students’
interpretations, or accords them a marginal status, func-
tions to either collapse the self into the subject material
(as in the prototype of the obedient teachsr or student who
might display an encyclopediac memory but has few ideas
of his own) or drive the self away, receded into itself (as in
the prototypical case} of the estranged student, ego in-
tact— if not overly determined and congealed— but inca-
pable and unwilling to ever merge with material enough to
acquire it. The possible educative functions of curric'u-
lum, including its conceptualization as building material
for the architect of self, are inseparable from the processes
of myth-making and storytelling,.

* = - * x

“Reason...is the most stiff-necked adversary of thought.”
Heidegger

The image of an architecture of self might suggest a
fixed plan, a stable identity, a true or false self, in either
case, an enduring and boundaried identity. While it is
true that the image does imply fixity, it is also true that a
plan can be altered. Indeed, a plan or an extant structure
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(although less easily) is an art of creation, an aesthetic
event in the Nietzschean sense (regardless its beauty).
What is planned and constructed can be deconstructed.

In the architecture of self both moments are present,
perhaps not simultaneously, but present nonetheless.
Which moment to consciously cultivate depends upon the
character of the existing structure. Lasch’s minimal self,
obsessed with itself (whether the obsession takes an
obvious turn toward the self as in contemporary interests
in health clubs or a less obvious ones when it is fused with
the “other”, and cbsesses over the “earth”)?s, it would
seem to recommend a conscious attention to building a
stable identity, an identity which stretches from a “pri-
vate” or psychological self to the “public™ or social and
political self. For the excessively socialized individual, the
over-determined self, the inflated ego of the [often male]
corporate personality, the deconstructive moment is to be
sought. Only via deconstruction can a reformulation of
self begin, a self not frozen and overly fixed psychologi-
cally or socially, capable of perceiving and processing new
information according to constantly adjusting notions of
reality, the future and the past.

The scientization of the study of human life, particu-
larly those forms evident in mainstream social science,
accompanied two important historical developments in
the West: the concerted effort toward cultural homogene-
ity in the face of mass immigration and the rise of mass
production, with a corresponding homogeneity of the
work force, both “blue” and “white” collar. The personality
“produced” paralleled the structure of these develop-
ments: stable, predictable, common. The “minimal self”,
while inherently unstable, indeed driven by often uncon-
cealed anxdety, still seeks culturally homogeneous forms.
The schools still organize themselves as if cultural stan-
dardization were the main agenda item (as it may be in
south Florida, southern California, and parts of South
Central and southwestern U. S.). In general, however, in
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the U. S., cultural standardization has been achieved.
While social science, as science, has enjoyed limited
success, the cultural myth that scientific generalization is
possible about human life has been successfully pro-
pogated, especially by disciplines such as psychology and
sociology.3®

Heidegger opposed the scientization of the study of
humankind precisely because he perceived its deperson-
alizing and anti-intellectual consequences. Within the
academy, he understood that the questions asked would
become smaller and smaller, confined by mathematicized
methods of inquiry. He opposed what he saw as the
tendency of contemporary scholarship toward methodo-
logical standardization, excessive and methodologically
determined specialization, and trivializations.3’

The character of cognition itself changes, he observes.
Cognition becomes calculative, only interested in its own
results and conclusions. Knowledge rather than that
mode of relation to experience which is knowing, is
esteemed. Heidegger is concerned with the act of thinking,
not its conclusions. His thought is a “passionate think-
ing,” a meditative rather than calculative thinking. The
latter is one heritage of the scientization of contemporary
thought, the replacement of ethics with engineering,
morality with social science. We moderns dwell not in
interior lives, rather in public ones. Megill comments:
“[Heidegger] is saying that the banal and superficial life
that we lead when, in the broadest sense, we are out
‘meeting the public’ conceals from us the knowledge that
we are alienated beings and makes us feel ‘at home’ within
the world."®

Heidegger's work exhibits a nostalgia for an earlier
period, a time unmarred by inauthenticity, manipulation,
and fabricated, public selves. To re-experience this earlier
time, developmentally as well as historically, means “going
home” to a “place” that is more primal. In this sense,
Heidegger anticipates the symbiotic agenda of Lasch’s
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minimal self, an agenda in which rationalism, artifice,
and industrial and post-industrial economics are sus-
pect. Megill comments:

In short, Heidegger's nostalgia can be read as a
longing for the immediate Dionysian presence of the
origin, from which all division, all separation, all differ-
ence is excluded.?®

Being, one presumes, is profoundly non-personal
experience, and individuality, self, disappear. While such
experience and knowledge merit our respect, they must
be brought back to the public sphere if they we are to gain
our everyday interest. As a moment, or series of moments
in the deconstruction of an overly-determined public
(probably male) ego, this Heideggeran regression to a pre-
individual precedipal merging with the Source is develop-
mentally useful, perhaps even necessary. Only via de-
struction of the false self can the buried, authentic self be
revealed. Laing*® understood that breakdown, even
madness, can represent necessary means to sanity in
some cases. For the architect of self, should he judge his
current edifice obscuring its foundation in ways that keep
him ignorant of himself, such a study is advised. For the
already broken-down, another order of work is appropri-
ate.

#* = ® - *

The Kind of Body Society Needs

Foucault has studied institutional productions of
personality. In prisons, psychiatric hospitals, and in
schools particular versions of reality are breathed life,
other versions choked. For Foucault, however, it is not an
authentic self that is obscurred and distorted in these
institutional forms of the impulse to “discipline” and
*punish”. There is no home to where one might return, no
possibility of congruence with an already formed, im-
printed personality. What one has been and is always
“contains” what one has not been, and is not now. And
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what has been rejected or repressed defines or can define
the self as completely as what one accepts and integrates
consciously. The participation of self in personality, the
entire process and possibility suggested by the imagery of
an architecture of self, is at every moment a political
choice. Certain impulses are permitted expression, ac-
corded status; others are not. Foucault observes that
power “conceals,” masks™; “censors”, and “abstracts”. It
also “...produces: it produces reality; it produces domains
of objects and rituals of truth."*!

Power becomes form through discourse and lan-
guage. In fact, for the Foucault of The Order of Things, all
that exists is language, discourse.*? The world is lan-
guage, and vice versa. Theory, for instance, is practice.
“Theory does not express, translate, or serve to apply
practice: it is practice.™? The surveillance of language by
the psychiatric and educational establishments func-
tions to perpetuate the repression of excluded groups and
possibilities. Foucault seems to assume the cause of
excluded groups, implying that their struggle keeps alive
human possibility in any form.

The construction of self, including, its relational
bonding with others and with objects, requires exclusion.
The exclusion construction requires is annihilated at the
cost of stasis and arrest. The architect imagines reforming
even as he aspires for stability. The point is to suspend
that which is excluded, not obliterate it, and in suspen-
sion marginalized elements are kept alive. Alive, they
sustain the life of accepted elements. Obliterating mad-
ness by medicalization, situating its experience in formal
codifications, “thrusts into oblivion all those stammered,
imperfect words without fixed syntax in which the ex-
change between madness and reason was made.™4 If I
insist on public precision or matter-of-factness in all my
relationships, I annihilate the “inner speech” that fore-
shadows futures for which I cannot plan at present.

Foucault allies himself with possibilities, exclusions,
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repressions. He does so in language and discourse. If
reality is fundamentally discursive, then reality can be
transformed discursively. Theory is practice. His motive is
to demonstrate the arbitrariness of the extant order and
the exclusions it contains.* Foucault's alliance with the
mad, the imprisoned, the sexuality deviant, is provisional,
however. Megill comments:

One can thus imagine him turning against the
discourse of homosexuality if that discourse be-
comes dominant, for far from ushering in the
millenium, any such rise to dominance will merely
provide the occasion for erecting new systems of
exclusion. It is thus not surprising that Foucault's
attitude toward the various so-called “action
groups” with which he has been associated is
peculiarly double-edged and ironical. He is willing
to ally himself with these groups insofar as they
are able to mount challenges to the existing order,
attacking that order at one or another of its weak
points. But insofar as they are committed to
establishing new, allegedly liberating orders, he
remains highly suspicious of them. For what
Foucault has articulated is an instrument of
systematic suspicion toward any order whatso-
ever—an analytical weapon that can be used
against any and all “discursive productions” even
those with which Foucault has for the moment
aligned himself ¢

His political stance is a subversive one, always so one
suspects. If the social (or self) order is always arbitrary,
the role of the intellectual is to represent the exclusions,
whatever they may be.*” The kind of body— physical body,
personality, political body— society needs is the kind of
body Foucault wishes to seduce, to pervert, to redo with
excluded and marginalized material. His interest in
schools would be not in what we term the hidden curricu-
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lum (he would say it is obvicus, only unstated), but those
realities and possibilities of of language and relationality
that, at first blush, are unimaginable. These might in-
clude, for instance, the meditative rather than the calcu-
lative, the intuitive rather than the rationalistic, the
imagistic rather than the conceptual. A Foucauldian
perspective might place the arts at the curricular center
of schools— not science and mathematics. The excluded
and marginalized elements become central, and the dis-
cursive formation that is the political present is perverted.

Commodified subjectivity— the kind of psychological
body society needs— would be unravelled. The self might
become dazed, not focused; immersed in lived time not
appointment minutes; experience itself as a body, as
being among physical objects, on the shore of Being. The
manipulation of self for effect, for task completion, and the
accompanying exchange quality of relationships— these
would be attacked, seduced, made over in a Foucauldian
architecture of self, The pleasures of expressivity— with-
out an eye to its effect, loyalty, devotion (or rancor and
revenge) toward the other, regardless its consequence for
career or romance— these contrary de-commodified, ex-
change-defiant forms of self might typify a Foucaudian
self. Such a self intends provocation not program, and its
architecture requires both construction and decon-
struction, sometimes simultaneously.

Derrida, more so than Foucault, is an ironist, at times
a parodist.*® He makes no argument, carefully assem-
bling evidence to prove a point, to persuade a reader. At
times he does not mean what he writes; at other times, he
means what he does not write, Megill notes: “Every stance
Derrida articulates has both its ‘pro’ and its ‘anti” aspects;
every portion that he adopts is immediately rendered
nugatory.™® Like Foucault, Derrida perceives no phe-
nomenological essence, no definitive ground of being, no
authentic self. There are truths that are so only because
arbitrary exclusions and emphases obtain. Derrida at-
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tacks the nostalgic motifs in Heidegger's thought, al-
though he requires Heidegger in order to do so0.5° Megill
explains:

Heidegger envisages destroying a tradition in order
to get back to an original, unconcealed meaning.
In Derrida the ‘destruction’ becomes a ‘decon-
struction’, a simultaneous smashing down and
building up, with no privilege granted to origin
and with the tradition retained, though not in
historicist form.5!

In one sense, Derridean thought, in its intrinsic
instability and dynamism, resembles Nietzsche’s visions
of reality as chaotic, without meaning. In another sense,
however, Derrida supplies a method of thinking, and a
method of participating in the architecture of self, that
makes complex and ever-shifting order of Nietzschean
chaos. It is order that deconstructs as it constructs, de-
commodifies and commodifies, and so on. Derrida uses
the Hegelian concept of dialectical, but adds a fourth
moment. After synthesis is deconstruction. There is noth-
ing inevitably progressive in Derridean thought and his-
tory, and yet we are not stuck at some imagined stasis
point, like Camus’ Sisyphus. There is movement in the
Derridean universe as there is stasis; there is intoxication
as there is sobriety; there is profoundity and humor, each
undermining, indeed perverting the other. The process is,
of course, political as well as epistemological, and Derrida
seems to support, like Foucault, the marginalized, not
due to their intrinsic worthiness (or indeed superiority),
rather because they aremarginalized. In this regard, Jews
are for Derrida what homosexuals are for Foucault.52

Certain orders of discourse have been marginalized as
well. Derrida seems to believe that writing has been
demeaned or “abased” over the course of Western his-
tory.5® Speech has been valued more. For Derrida speech
suggests immediacy, intelligibility, the experience and
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expression of truth, “transcendence signified.” Writing
denotes secondariness, distance, abstraction. Derrida:
“Writing, the sensible inscription, has always been con-
sidered by Western tradition as the body and matter
external to the spirit, to breath, to speech, and to the
logos,™* Megill notes:

Speech is presence; writing, the denial of pres-
ence. Whereas the voice goes out immediately into
the world and disappears immediately upon its
being said, writing is a mediate form, separating
itself from its origin and preserving itself even in
the absence of that origin.55

Derrida: “[Writing is] a mediation and the departure of the
logos from itself...Writing is the dissimulation of the
natural, primary, and immediate presence of sense to the
novel within logos. ¢

Whereas Nietzsche and Heidegger portray abstraction
as distortions of and distractions from the lebenswelt,
Derrida portrays the mediation of experience and being as
intrinsic to the apprehension of reality at all. While speech
may obscure the indelible mark and function of mediation
and in so doing reduce the distance between the sensory
and the discursive, it does not replace the space. Foucault
and Derrida point to the duality of this epistemology of
mediations. They observe that all human forms represent
such mediations. For instance, the shape, play, and
coupling of bodies are discursive forms. Foucault and
Derrida deny the nostalgia of biologism which, for in-
stance, suggests particular forms of love-making are
“natural” while others are not. The judgment and experi-
ence of “naturalness” are discursively located and repre-
sent mediations of politics, economics, culture, and his-
tory. The coupling of specific anatomical parts and aver-
sion of others, the very contours of the anatomy itself (i.e.,
fat vs thin for a non-subtle example) derive from discur-
sive mediations.
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Autobiography and the Architecture of Self

Writing in the Derridean sense becomes a kind of
architecture, that space and those movements of media-
tion which give and take form to formlessness. A kaleido-
scope of impulses, instincts, memories, and dreams are
visualized, theorized, told as a story. Autobiography takes
this task seriously, as it is the task of self formation,
deformation, learning and unlearning, Speech like poetry
and music can hover close to the Heideggerean “ground of
Being,” but writing, and in particular, the craft of autobi-
ography, can soar, and from the heights, discern new
landscapes, new configurations, especially those excluded
by proclamations of Government, State and School.5”

Lasch suggests that the (appropriate) terror of living in
a present shadowed by Holocaust past and every moment
possible has minimalized the self into political passivity,
thus making more likely the occurrence of the dreaded.
Minimalized, the self hovers close to presentistic psycho-
logical experience, obessing over its “condition”, con-
stantly seeking to maintain or improve the health the
political world threatens to annihilate. Minimalized, the
self flees from itself into mystical— read imagined— fusion
with the earth, precisely that world from which— in fact—
it has receded. The loss of relatedness to the public
sphere, the extension of private to public self, implies the
space of mediation, the secondariess of writing, the
identification and empathy with the excluded or margi-
nalized. Lasch points us back to the Judaic-Christian
tradition.®® Inasfar as this movement supports an archi-
tecture of self connected (in relation) to the “public”
sphere, and not a movement toward ideological submer-
sion in a tradition Nietzsche rightly named as rancor
disguised as sweetness, it is a movement toward “maxi-
malization” and not inflation.
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Autobiography can serve as a method for enlarging,
occupying and building the space of mediation. It enlarges
the space by pushing back the edges of memory, disclos-
ing more of what has been “forgotten”, suppressed and
denied. In order to do so the stories one tells must not be
the ones we save for fellow airplane travellers or col-
leagues we meet annually at AERA. They are not stories
to embellish and disguise the past and present, for an
imagined effect. Rather, the autobiography that makes
the self's architecture more complex moves below the
surface of memory, requiring the dismantling of self-
defenses. It retrieves sensory experience, and in so doing
does not portray the past from the point of view of the
present. Instead it undermines the stories we tell for
comfort or amusement's sake, and allows (to a variable
extent) a re-entry into the past, a re-experience of the past
moment now somewhat present in its multidimensional-
ity and orderlessness. Now, the edges of memory pushed
back, the water and air of experience seep in, making the
pool of memory larger, deeper, more complete.

One danger of autobiography is a further reification of
these processes, and the construction of an unchanging
edifice, a skyscraper proudly proclaiming its owner and
occupants. Norman Holland's work may succumb to this
danger as it insists that all unity resides in the reader.5®
He suggests there is no textual unity, objectively; how-
ever, there is unity in the biographic theme of the reader.
Regardless, the literary text (and read text here as cur-
riculum) is a Roschach test onto which the lived themes
of readers are projected. There is no textual unity; the
{llusion of same is created by the projection onto texts of
the unity inherent in life themes.

Of course there are such themes: there are true (and
false) selves. What Holland's work may obscure, however,
is that the truth in these themes inheres through their
exclusion of others. The exclusions and absences are also
true. By denying the partiality and arbitrariness of one’s
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life theme(s), one substitutes a false stability and unity of
self for a false unity of text.

Autobiography is not interesting because it supplies
us a wealth of data. Such a preoccupation could represent
another form of self commodification and reification.
Autobiography is interesting when its telling enlarges and
complicates the telling subject, and the listening subject.
We are not the stories we tell as much as we are the modes
of relation to others our stories imply, modes of relation
implied by what we delete as much as by what we include.

Derrida's sense of speech as presence, writing as
absence, suggests Lacan's view of self as the “empty
subject”, a subject defined by its relationships, incapable
of thematic unity.®® For Lacan the self is an empty space,
an intersection of multiple functions, possibilities, voices,

answers” (questions) to the “questions” {answers) that
constitute the Other.

Is there a true voice? A true self? Speaking of text,
denying that text (or self) can ever be a plenitude, a
configuration of elements patterned in themselves and
pointing only to themselves, to the text. Derrida observes:

Every element...is contributed from the trace it bears
in itself of the other elements in the chain or system. This
linking [enchantment], this issue, is the text, which is only
produced in the transformation of another text. Nothing
either in the elements or in the system, is ever or anywheré
present or absent. Throughout there are only differences
and traces of traces.®!

Autobiography as alternately sublimated and de-
sublimated modalities of self-self, self-other, and self-
object relations, is itself an exclusion, an absence, in
schools, in the public sphere generally. To engage oneself
and others autobiographically reconnects the minimal-
ized, psychological self to the public, political sphere as it
de-commodifies interpersonal relations. Such engage-
ment risks debasement if performed exclusively or pri-
marily through speech, that presence of immediacy which
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recapitualities the momentariness of mass culture.
Through the “secondariness” of writing, solitary, in Ki-
erkegaardian “soliloquy with oneself,” can the architect
construct (and deconstruct) his presence to himself and
to others in the world, Like Nietzsche's Zarathrustra, she
might reconfigure elements of herself, contradicting “...with
every word, this most affirmative of all spirits; all oppo-
sites are in him bound together in a new unity."®? The
architecture of self is the construction of an authentic
humanity: in this sense autobiography becomes the
reformulation of History as well as of life history. As
Nietzsche imagines:

Anyone who manages to experience the history of
humanity as a whole as his own history will feel in an
enormously generalized way all the grief of an invalid who
thinks of health, of an old man who thinks of the dreams
of his youth, of a lover deprived of his beloved, of the
martyr whose ideal is perishing, of the hero on the evening
after a battle that has decided nothing but brought him
wounds and the loss of his friends. But if one endured, if
one could endure this immense sum of grief of all kinds
while yet being the hero who, as the second day of battle
breaks, welcomes the dawn and his fortune, being a
person whose horizon encompasses thousands of years
past and future, being the heir of all the nobility of all past
spirit— an heir with a sense of obligation, the most aristo-
cratic of old nobles and at the same time the first of a new
nobility— the like of which no age has yet seen or dreamed
of, if one could burden one's soul with all of this— the
oldest, the newest, losses, hopes, conquests, and victories
of humanity? If one could finally contain all this in one’s
soul and crowd it into a single feeling— this surely would
have to result in a happiness that humanity has not
known so far: the happiness of a god full of power and love,
full of tears and laughter, a happiness that, like the sun
in the evening, continually bestows its inexhaustible

riches, pouring them into the sea, feeling richest, as the |
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sun does, only when even the poorest fisherman is still
rowing with golden oars! This godlike feeling would then
be called— humanness.3
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Contributions of Theology to Theory
in Educational Administration

Ellis A, Joseph
University of Dayton

In considering the contributions theology makes to
whatever discipline or professional field of inquiry, one
must do so with great care; for the limitations are formi-
dable when one attempts to show how portions of any
given inquiry cohere in any other.

Biggs (1985/1986) identifies several trends which
emerge when one attempts to relate theology to “what-
ever”: (1) one may contaminate the other; (2) there may be
a happy marriage (two routes to the same truth); (3)
theology may liberate “whatever” in that the latter devel-
ops under spiritual guidance; and (4) one or the other may
be perceived as a limited partner. In examining the
literature which constitutes the emerging knowledge base
undergirding educational administration, it is not appar-
ent how any of these trends may serve as a framework for
ascertaining the contributions of theology.

Macdonald (1975), reflecting upon theorizers, feels
one of the major camps of theorizers looks“upon the task
of theorizing as a creative intellectual task which they
maintain should be neither used as a basis for prescrip-
tion or as an empirically testable set of principles and
relationships” (p. 6). Given the state of theory in educa-
tional administration (to say nothing of relating theology
to such theory), we do well to characterize our considera-
tion here as “creative intellectual task”.

Christian educators (Dupré, undated) lead us to be-
lieve that without “the foundation of a belief in God...the
very root of values disappears and education degenerates
into a nihilist anarchy of erudition. Where a transcendent
absolute unites all educational goals an organic develop-
ment of all human aspiration is, not guaranteed, at least
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realistically possible” (p. 3). While this thesis is undoubt-
edly acceptable to many Christian educators, it certainly
is questionable, to say the least, to the scholarly commu-
nity in educational administration.

Those (Donlan, 1952} whose intellectual endeavor is
directly concerned with the relationship between theology
and education remind us of limitations which may ema-
nate from basic misunderstandings of theology, as a
discipline, by scholars in educational administration
(Sachs, 1966). Many times, in exploring relationships
between theology and education administration, scholars
in the latter field seem to use God, Christianity, religion,
theology, faith, and other terms as if they were inter-
changeable in meaning. Of course, they are not. For
theologians (Donlan, 1952) “Faith attains the truths of
revelation by simple assent, theology considers them
discursively” (p. 3). It is the sapiential concept of theology
which explains the relation of theology to faith and
includes all that is said of the scientific nature of divine
wisdom (Donlan, 1952). This presentation will attempt to
stay faithful to the term “theology” while fully realizing
that “...the decay of the philosophy of histery is in no small
measure to be blamed upon theology...that is, upon
human intellectual endeavor to interpret the material of
revelation” (Pieper, 1954, pp. 41-42). Even though we may
be predisposed to accept this explanation for the decay in
the philosophy of history, relying upon discursive reason
and human intellectual endeavor may help in softening
Jung's (1957) collision of the content of belief with knowl-
edge. He is concerned that the irrationality of the former
may be no match for the ratiocinations of the latter.

Some theologians (Donlan, 1952) may feel scholars in
educational administration fail to understand the rela-
tionship between theology and other disciplines. Theology
is considered extrinsic to other disciplines because it does
not supply principles to any inferior science nor does it
enter into the internal constitution of any other science.

Joseph ﬁ

This view would have us change our title form “Contribu-
tions of theology to Theory in Education Administration™
to “Theology of Educational Administration.”

Perhaps the best way to show respect for these
limitations is to state one of our own: that this presenta-
tion is an initial exploration rather than a definitive
statement. There are, at least, aspects of theory in educa-
tional administration which are congruent with content
in the science of faith. Surely Hartman (1959) is correct
when he says we may indeed suffer from a disequilibrium
between our intellectual and our moral insight, and
surely this suffering is a proper impetus for this initial
exploration. Sorokin (1959) has asserted that “The longest
existing organizations are the great ethico-religious organi-
zations— Taoism, Confucianism, Hinduism, Buddhism,
Jainism, Christianity, Mohammedanism and the like” (p.
9). If Sorokin is correct, then we should be encouraged to
make initial explorations in three areas which may hold
promise for future development: (1) the emerging numen,
the presiding divinity or spiritual elevation of the rapidly
definable field of study called educational administration;
(2) theology's contribution to the metaphysics of the
nomothetic and idiographic dimensions of educational
organizations; and (3) the trend toward dianoetic intellec-
tion. These three explorations are interrelated and build
upon one another.

The emerging numen. The principal purpose of this
inquiry into the emerging numen is to show that more and
more the insights attributed to educational administra-
tion, and the knowledge base from various fields which
undergirds its developing course of study, may be found
in the theological heritage preceding the elaboration of its
guiding philosophy.

Joachim Wach (1944) has elaborated progression
from theological heritage to philosophy. In his Sociology
of Religion he sees religious development producing an
over-al]l authority to decide and define doctrine. A system
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of normative doctrine is substituted for a variety of
independent mythological traditions thus leading to the
origin of theology. Written tradition replaces oral tradition
in the form of sacred writings. Fundamental conceptions
as expressions of religious experiences are traditionalized
into normative systems of faith by theologians, and the-
ology eventually leads to philosophy.

During the late 1800's, the field of educational ad-
ministration began to elicit interest from serious scholar-
practitioners. These individuals, such as William T. Har-
ris, who founded the Journal of Speculative Philosophy
and was superintendent of schools in St. Louis, were
products of an American society with normative systems
of faith which influenced the philosophy and practice of
schooling (Cremin, 1964). These individuals were part of
an American society which was differentiated, and they
naturally sought associations with others like themselves
(Sills, 1957). Through influence upon individuals, norma-
tive systems of faith have an impact upon institutional
systems in which these individuals participate. Hence, if
we may paraphrase Lenski (1961), the influence operates
at the social level (school) as well as the personal level
(administrator).

Let us dwell upon these two levels. James Hanlon
(1968) has written one of the very few disciplined theoreti-
cal works in educational administration— disciplined
because he actually elaborates theorems. In developing
his theorems he relies heavily upon Gordon Allport’'s
{1955) notion of proprium, that is, “all those regions of our
life that we regard as peculiarly ours” (p. 40). In additional
to this focus upon individual uniqueness, Hanlon broad-
ens his view in developing his Theorem 19 which states:
“The leader of any group will be that person who fits very
closely the ideal pattern of that group, has a high level of
aspiration toward the goals (ideals) which the group is
seeking at the moment, and has demonstrated either
actual'success or high potentional for success in attaining
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f those goals (ideals)” (p. 88). The ends which are likely to
. be chosen, then, are those contained in the ideal pattern,
| and the means are those contained in the world view
. resulting somehow from all those collective regions of lives
. regarded as peculiar to those lives (p. 48). We say "some-
- how” because for Hanlon one’s “world view is not fully

consciously and deliberately formed” {p. 42). Many as-

| pects of it are appropriated subconsciously; by mode of

inclination (Aquinas, 1947); through the sphere of sim-

. plex intuitus (Pieper, 1952}; through a sudden presence of
I mind (Newman, 1948); through a valuation not explicitly
. stated (Reichenbach, 1951): and through those connatu-
. ralized, secret elements of evaluation which depend upon
- what a leader is (Maritain, 1951). The point is simply that
. the normative systems of faith which were a part of the
| American culture at the turn of the century were commu-
. nicated to the pioneers of inquiry in educational admini-

stration through informal learning message systems

' (Hanlon, 1968; Hall, 1959).

Informal learning message systems often consist of

¢ taking a model and imitating it (Hall, 1959). We may infer
¢ that models of the church extant at the turn of the century
¢ had a profound influence upon educational institutions
. which in turn influenced the nature of educational ad-
' ministration as a field of study. Dulles (1974) identifies
i five models of the church. The institutional model is
| characterized by a high regard for conceptual clarity;
¢ respect for authority, law and order; triumphalism, eccle-

siocentricity, clericalism, and rigidity. The servant model

| emphasizes altruistic service, particularly to the poor and
" less fortunate, The hearld model focuses upon receiving
¢ the complete self-forgetfulness of love. The interaction
. between I and thou becomes less demanding and more
| giving, The sacramental model is self explanatory. Many
| of the characteristics juxtaposed to these five models are
. present in the administrative processes of educational
 Institutions.
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Ingredients of the servant and communion models
have had a profound influence upon the redefinition of
power and leadership in organizations. George Homans
(1950), in his classic work, The Human Group, seems to
bring coherence and beautiful simplicity to endless specu-
lations about the nature of leadership. For Homas “Lead-
ers are leaders because of a high social rank which is
derived, in part, from the excess of outgo over income in
their individual exchanges of favors with followers™ (p.
295). It seems, then, that true leaders insisit upon
gemeinschaft relationships in which they are quite con-
tent to give and serve in greater proportion to receiving
and to fulfilling egotistic desires.

In their enormously influential study entitled “Power
is the Great Motivator, " which appeared in the Harvard
Business Review, McClelland and Burnham (1976) out-
lined four stages in the development of leadership matur-
ity. In stage one people are dependent on others for
guidance and strength. In stage two people are interested
in autonomy and in controlling themselves. People want
to manipulate others in stage three. Instage four people
lose their egotistic desires and wish to selflessly serve
others (p. 107), Further, it is reported that in effective
leaders disinterested statesmanship is vital, there is more
concern about the welfare of the company than about self,
self-interest is sacrificed for the welfare of the organiza-
tion, and a keen sense of justice prevails (pp. 105-110). In
relation to the servant and community models, there is a
finding in McClelland and Burmham's study which ap-
proximates theologian Dulles’ characteristics. They con-
clude that high power motive balanced by high inhibition
tends to be altruistic {p. 103). Keep in mind power as it is
being used by the authors means submerging the leader's
need to achieve in favor of working to create conditions
which male it possible for those working in the organiza-
tion to achieve. .

Benjamin Sachs (1966) was amongst a pioneer group
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¥ of scholars who sought to explore the relationship be-
2 tween the behavioral sciences and educational admini-
¥ stration. In undertaking this task it is interesting to note
& he frequently referred to theological and religious factors
¥ inrelation to the communion model. He devoted an entire
¥ chapter to empathy, stressing confidence in the worth of

a human being as human being. He implores people in
organizations to accept one another in their weaknesses.

| Elsewhere in his book he found it important to treat

“approaches to universals,” stating that “a search for
meaning in a religious or secular sense” is a universal
activity in the United States which he calls a Christian

. society while acknowledging the influence of Judaism and

other theological systems (pp. 276-277).

Douglas McGregor (1960) perhaps has done more
than any student of organizations to popularize the
importance of positive assumptions about human nature
as a means of building community between leaders, those
who work with them, and their common task. McGregor's
Theory “Y™ has elicited faith in the notion that a person
functioning in an organization can be trusted and has
many admirable characteristics which are widely, not
narrowly, distributed in the population.

Andrew Halpin (1956), famous for studying leader-
ship behavior of school superintendents, identified two
factors associated with leadership: initiating structure
and consideration. His thinking is congruent with
McGregor's when he indicates consideration refers to
leadership behavior manifesting friendship, warmth,
mutual trust, and respect,

Sachs, McGregor, Halpin, and others feel organiza-
tions influenced by the communion model are effective
ones, They seem to call for consistency in the positive view
of human nature. One may easily infer from their works
that consistent faith in the good motivations which are a

. part of human nature will result in productivity. Two

other pioneers, Milstein and Belasco (1973), in studying
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the relationship between educational administration and
the behavioral sciences found it vital to emphasize the
value of Bloom's (1973) work on consistency in an admin-
istrative context: “...A highly consistent environment is
likely to produce marked effects on the students while a
highly inconsistent environment is likely to have only a
negligible effect on students’ development both in the
cognitive as well as affective domain’ (p. 155).

When modern theologians write about the supervi-
sory functions in administration, they use many of the
same concepts social scientists and students of educa-
tional administration have adopted in stressing the im-
portance of the communion model. Kenneth Pohly, a
theologian interested in the purpose and function of
supervision in ministry, defines supervision as a “way of
doing ministry in which twoe or more people covenant
together to reflect critically on their ministry as a way of
growing in self-awareness, ministering competence, theo-
logical understanding, and Christian commitment” (Pohly,
1977, p. 64). For Pohly the biblical roots of supervision
may be found in the covenant concept of the Hebrew/
Christian tradition, a concept containing promise and
response and an offer of life with a condition of accounta-
bility.

An axiom of value seems to be developing which
specified the qualities of the emerging numen. Axiom of
value, as it is being used here, means “that a thing is good
if it has the qualities that define its concept...” (Hartman,
1959, p. 20). For example, a chair can be called a good
chair if it possesses the properties which define the
concept “chair”. “Good” administration is coming to be
defined as possessing qualities which cohere in theologi-
cal heritage: servant, altruism, gemeinschaft, empathy,
positive assumptions about human nature, trust, and
covenant. Other qualities of the emerging numen will
become evident in our consideration of metaphysics in the
context of theology.
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The servant and communion models are especially
related to theology's contribution to the metaphysics of
the nomothetic and idiographic dimensions of educa-
tional organizations.

Theology, metaphysics, and the idiographic and no-
mothetic dimensions of educational organizations, Anti-
thetical to the ideals of the communion and servant
models are the levels of frustration, failure, short-term
perspective, and conflict in organizations. These result
from “a lack of congruency between the needs of healthy
individuals and the demands of the formal organization”
(Argyris, 1973). Along with Argyris, perhaps no scholars
of administration have done more than Getzels and Guba
{1857, p. 424) to focus attention upon the conflicts which
may arise in organizations when there is a lack of har-
mony between institutional expectations (nomothetic
dimension) and individual need dispositions (idiographic
dimension):

///":

Institution — Role — Role Expectations
Social System

l (Nomothetic Dimenslon) l
\ ]\ (Idiographic Dimension) [

Individual — Personality — Need Dlsposlt:lons/

Observed Behavior

Often the nomothetic dimension is not clearly elaborated.
Even if it is clearly elaborated, it is not unusual to observe

. in practice a lack of fealty to the elaboration. In too many

organizations those who constitute the idiographic di-
mension are not consulted in the determination of the

¥ nomothetic dimension.. These organizational maladies
. are well known enemies of communion and servant
. models. Argyris, Getzels, Guba and others who are stu-

dents of the administrative process are responsible for

. producing three decades of advocacy for being sensitive to

the idiographic dimension, the dimension of the individ-
ual.
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As long as the inquiries of students of organizational ]

behavior are confined only to the insights of that field,
difficulties with the idiographic dimension will persist. We

should recall that metaphysics (the study of being as #&

being), when developed within the context of theology

(Aquinas’ Summa Theologica, for example), contains a §

marvelous framework with which to perceive individuals.
Newman (1927), Brennan (1955), and others see meta-
physics as aiding us in our struggle to see unity in the
diversity of being. It is metaphysics which educates us
about different kinds of “unities” in being. Let us take the
word “man” with Tom, Dick and Harry in mind. To the

know about Tom. Dick and Harry is that & .
e . field of educational administration is seeking, in a broad

h is a man, then we see them in univocal unity. They |
v . sense, a sort of spiritual density. These qualities, should

are the same. When we know that each of these men has
different desires, talents, physical attributes, and so on, |
then we see them in their differences. They are not the &
same. When we see the differences within the sameness 3
(they are all men), we see Tom, Dick and Harry in their 38
analogical unity. They are in one sense the same insofar E 4
as they are all men. They are different insofar as they have *
differenct talents, color haitr, and so on. We could juxta- 3
pose the word “bark™ to tree and to dog. We could |
juxtapose the word “caring” to Al Capone and to Mother ]

Theresa. These would be examples of equivocal unity.

For some theologians all aspects of being are con-

nected because of the acts and works of the Creator |

(Newman, 1927). In this sense metaphysics is studied and

developed in a theological context. Because metaphysics |
has often been done in a theological context we have been |

exposed to the notions of univocal, analogical, and equivo- ¢
cal unities in being. We have learned that the only way we =
can make sense in viewing human beings is to see them &
in their analogical unity, that is, as people whose differ- ¢

ences exist within their sameness.

The idiographic dimension can not be properly under- 2

stood without a grasp of the analogical unity of being

Certainly it is understandable how formal organizations
come to be incongruent with the needs of healthy indi-
viduals if univocal and equivocal errors in viewing being
are extant. How often have we read that people in organi-
zations are viewed as numbers? How often has the word
“productive been attached to “X” person and to “Y” person
in the same manner that “bark"” is used in relation to tree
and to dog?

To qualities of the numen, then, we may add: harmony
between the nomothetic and idiographic dimensions of
organizations through viewing individuals in their analogi-

. cal unity.

The qualities of the numen suggest the developing

they remain unexamined, are products of only circumfer-
ential knowledge. If they are examined, one may conclude
they lead education administration closer to the center of
history, to other than intro-temporal concerns.

The trend toward dianoetic intellection, Jacques Mari-

¢ tain (1959) has speculated upon the existence of a kind of
| knowledge which attains a glance at the center by starting
* from the circumference. It is a radial knowledge which
i goes from the outside in. He calls that knowledge di-
- anoetic intellection. It deals with essences rather than ac-
. cidentals, with deep meanings rather than proximate and
" shallow concerns.

A generation of school administrators being prepared

¢ at our prestigious institutions to consider the notion of
i ‘curriculum” in its deepest sense have been told the object
. of the realms of meaing (general/liberal learning) “is to
i lead to the fulfillment of human life through the enlarge-
. ment and deepening of meaning” (Phenix, 1964, p. 5). The
. “curriculum should be designed to counteract destructive
¢ skepticism, depersonalization and fragmentation, over-
. abundance and transcient” (p. 5). Phenix (1964) speaks of
¢ an ontological anxiety arising from the fact that we must
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must die and from confronting the final hour of annihila-
tion. He sees the post modern period as dominated by
skepticism, relativism, aimlessness and futility. People
see themselves “beset by doubts no arguements can

digest” (pp. 31-32); they see themselves asking questions i

to which they can find no answers; they see themselves as
part of a depersonalized mass culture which has lost faith
in Transcendence.

In his Realms of Meaning Phenix (1964) provides
curriculum administrators an analysis of the starting
points of each discipline. It is not our purpose here to
examine each discipline, but his treatment of biology, for
example, encourages curriculum administrators to en-
gage in dianoetic intellection. In biology Phenix (1964)
teaches that taxonomy is being progressively subordi-

nated to theoretical analysis. Meaning in the life sciences _3 ]
is said to consist primarily in “theoretical understanding

of how the various orders of living things come into being’
(p. 108).
One could hypothesize that the literature of educa-

tional administration is situated within the broader matrix #
of an American culture influenced by Christian theology &
and predisposed to engage in dianoetic intellection. It 3
should be noted we are not speaking here of what some #&

call a civil religion and its influence upon schooling

(Perko, undated) or of the “republican religion™ of de |
Tocqueville (1961). We are speaking of the continuance of

what Perko (undated) calls the Protestant paideia: The

“United States was a Protestant Christian country, &
and...the schools were important agencies for inculcating -
evangelical beliefs” (p. 15). Gustafson (1981) reminds us §
that the “process of socialization not only carries a recog- =
nizable tradition through time and across cultures and §
societies but also provides for the ‘internalization’ of its

meanings by those who participate in it.” Tradition, he

says, “is not just remembered...it is often relived” (p.231).
It has been established that leadership is a product of |
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formal training -and socialization. This was true in the
various Greek city states, in the Ngoni tribe in southern
Africa, in every known culture (Wynne, 1981).

The literature of educational administration suggests
scholars and leaders in the field have been socialized in a
culture influenced by theology. In the context of socializa-
tion we are viewing theology as a practical discipline, as
“‘a way of construing the world, a way of perceiving,
interpreting, and articulating life in the world as it is
related to the power that brings it into being and in whose
hands is its ultimate destiny” (Gustafson, 1981, p. 195).
Because theology is a way of construing the world theo-
centrically, Gustafson's view is that it is a practical
discipline. Educational administation is a practical disci-
pline in the temporal order. Theorists in education ad-
ministration such as Hanlon (1968) perform the classic
function of the laity which is to mediate between the
spiritual and temporal orders in such a way as to pene-
trate and shape the temporal order by spiritual action. It
is in this manner theologians see the spiritual joining the
temporal (Murray, 1945; see also Maritain, 1938).

Ordinarily a practical discipline such as educational
administration is regarded as being concerned with things
intro-historical, to use Pieper's (1954) term, rather than
with extra-temporal ends. The language of Hanlon's (1968}
theorems coheres in Pieper's (1954) reflections on the end
of time: that is, the end of administrative activity is
regarded as more important and more pressing than the
question of just how one administers or what occurs
during the process of administration.

Between 1400-1800 most of the members of the
governing and military classes in the Ottoman Empire
were born to families of Christian subjects. The Christians
were an exploited minority, and the official religion was
Islam. This was a deliberate act of the government. The
government did not want its national leaders to come from
groups with special interests which were proximate and
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intro-temporal. Therefore, different “Christian groups
were required to surrender certain members of their
young children to the state, and the children, separated
from their families and communities, were reared and
educted in state institutions” (Wynne, 1981, p. 5). Strong
moral character of these students was prized. When
special interests in leadership are no longer a factor and
when the activity of leadership is focused upon an extra-
temporal end (witness Mother Theresa), an enormous
respect is elicited even from those of a different or no
theological heritage. In researching some implications for
administration in the study of perception Zalkind and
Costello (1973) conclude that we weight perceptual evi-
dence “coming from respected (or favored) sources more
heavily than that coming from other sources” (p. 261).

At the turn of the century, when American educa-
tional administration began its development in earnest,
the “respected source™ which socialized the field's leaders
could be considered our Protestant theology, a theology
which predisposed us to think of extra-temporal con-
cerns, of essences rather than accidentals, and of glanc-
ing at the center rather than the circumference.
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Flesh of the Earth, Voice of the Earth Educational
Perspectives on “Deep Ecology"

Florence R. Krall
University of Utah

Introduction
We are not asking ourselves if the world exists; we are
asking what it is for it to exist.!

; A Navajo child home after a day in a city school
. approached her mother tearfully, “Today we had to tell our
. teacher where our ancestors came from. Everyone came
from some place like France except me. I didn't know what
to say. We're from France too, aren’t we?” “No, we are not
. from France,” replied the mother. “Next time the teacher
. asks you where you came from, you tell her you came from
 the Earth."? '

. The Navajo mother, in her simple but direct reply,
. affirmed a radical ecological principle that is the focus of
 this paper and that, I propose, should ground the identity
 of every school child, and for that matter, every citizen of
this planet. Like the stones under our feet, the birds of the
| air, and the animals crawling and running among us, we
' arc a part of the flesh of the Earth?; the same voice speaks
to each of us. As fellow creatures, with access to the same
 flesh and voice, we have the right to live our lives to
 fulfiliment and the obligation to live those lives in har-
: mony with the other elements of the Earth.

. We are joined in a primordial flesh and voice of the

EDWARD BRUCE. A DAIRY RANCH.

Openness to teachings from the Earth is essential as
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question my relationship to the world, to enter the “forest
of references” the interrogation aroused to “make it say,
finally, what in its silence it meant to say.™'?

As the time approached for the reunion, I became a
disjointed triad despite my logical assertions for being
there. One part of me became a sceptic, dragged reluc-
tantly along, dreading the return, refusing to get caught
up in the moment, waiting to see. Another part of me
circled the dates on the calendar, returned the question-
naire and deposit, packed the clothes into the car, and
headed north with a full tank of gas. A third part stood to
the side, waiting, eyes cast skyward, pensively eyeing
reflections, “ears pricked™? for the deep rhythm that at
times became slightly audible.

As the weekend approached, I became busier and
busier at the office. Everything planned down to the last
minute. No time for thinking— or backing out. At the same
time, the ambience outside my window, the unusual
clarity of the air beckoned to me and held me in awe. The
horizon where the contours of mountain and sky join?d.
The tiny bit of the lake showing through the drooping
branches of paper birch outside my window. The green of
the lawn. The blue of the sky.

The day before, for example. Shadows, showers and
sunshine had raced across the plaza outside my office
window, the aftermath of a summer storm that exploded
over the valley the previous night, shaking me to wakeful-
ness with crashes of thunder and flooding my bedroom
with flashes of light. All day, the storm had reconsidered.
That evening I left my office anticipating the sky.

A dense, grey, disc-shaped cloud hovered above,

blocking the sun's rays from valley and surrounding _Z
mountains. In sharp contrast, cumulous clouds billowed |
in pure whiteness, a backdrop to the purple-shadowed

mountains silhouetted without relief. Between the white

and grey clouds ran a strip of azure sky. The contrast was

breathtaking; the beauty relentless.
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I drove to a friend's house for dinner and, two hours
later, walked into a new valley flanked with new moun-
tains. After releasing its load, the rain cloud had moved
eastward forming a purple curtain behind mountains
whose relief was etched precisely in golden light. As I
watched, the golden lines faded and the earth itself, the
rocks and bare soil of the mountains, began radiating red
tones. It wasn't until the tones turned to deep magenta
that I looked west to see the sun setting in a blaze of colors.

Despite the need to pack, I raced my car to the
Eleventh Avenue Park (like the Little Prince, I know how
quickly sunsets fade), parked my car, and jogged west to
watch the ending of this natural extravaganza.

“Did you get some good shots?” I asked a photogra-

& pher on his way to his car.

“Yes, a magnificent sunset with kites in the fore-
ground.”

“Did you happen to get any shots of the mountains to

| the East? The light and perspective were unbelieveable.”

His puzzled look told me he had not thought to

' '- photograph the reflections of a sunset. I walked westward
. into his tangerine sunset, kites still floating in the fore-

ground. Just as I could not see exactly what he saw, my
experience was prohibited to him. In Merleau-Ponty's

# words, “This is as it must be if the other is really the

other...His views and my own are inserted into a system

-. of partial perspectives, referred to one same world in
. which we coexist and where our views intersect...two
. entities into the same being.”'*

Sunset, approaching again, caught me in a totally

. different setting but drew me in the same way into the
i landscape and into reflections. Since turning off Inter-
¢ stateI-15 and heading north on 89,  had been driving over

a broad, flat plain, flanked on either side by high ridges,

. like a bird locked in some incomprehensible migratory
. pattern not to be interrupted. The broad Cumberland
¢ Flats I was driving, are familiar terrain to me, a part of the
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an article written by a visitor from the people’s Repul:}ilc
of China who had come to observe farming practices mli g
United States. His comments on surpluus wealth app te
also to this scene. At first he thought “the United Sta ez
was so rich because it had such advanc.ed technology arll1
science.” But after he had seen the rich farm lamd.Tl-l e
concluded “that the prosperity came from the earth. ! tg
surplus wealth from thelllancll suglz);)rted the manpowe:
ience and technology.
devecl;:l;::: ?n%re loaded, the bus continued between huge
pits and past revegetation projects which in three yigalll‘s
had produced amazing growth from top soil, carefu %
stored. When returned, it provided a good seed bed as u;g
as a base for many of the uprooted plants. The guide
stressed how government regulations for stock-piling told)
soil and for reclamation increased costs. He expresse:
resentment for restrictions that decreased profits. ;
The bus pulled to a stop next to the main pit. I sa

inert. I had seen this gaping chasm before, this high wall A

i to which we could
that might give way, this black hole 1n i
fall. Butg to ignore the pit was to say it didn’t exist, that only

if to join

e sitting on the bus were real.?! So I forced myse |
:Vhe othefs at the edge of the pit that fell away below us, its
depth accentuated by striations of coal seams distorted by

distance.

At the bottom of the pit was a huge shovel used to load :
enormous trucks that haul the tons of coal. How many :
thousands per day, did he say? Our guide describedi:.lhe
problem of subsidence, the caving in of the bottom or sides

of the pit into old mine tunnels.

Under the desert floor, subterranean tunnels weave
through and interconnect the thick, black seamsci
Our grandfathers, hunched over, faces streake

with sweat, follow the light of kerosene lamps,
listening fearfully for the creaking sounds that
warn them that the earth is acting to fill the gap
they have created. They are accompanied by young

o ) Krall 71

boys, our fathers and uncles who help them load
cars of coal paid for by the ton. At nightfall, they
emerge to justify their existence over homemade
wine to brighten the darkness of the days in this
cold, grey land, or beer bought in bars where
“maids” work as white slaves to pay their “mentor”
for transportation to the United States.

Compared to the giant machines biting hungrily into
the pit, the picks and shovels of our ancestors were
nothing. Yet it is with the same movement the pit is dug
and filled today. The difference in only in magnitude, time,
and space.

The striations of the pit drew our history into the
present in bold strokes, layers of experience sedimented,
stripped of its covering were laid bare to be mined of
significance. Past surfaces were released and came into
contact with our present. Conceived in this high celd
sagebrush desert, we were the flesh of this earth. Children
of immigrants, in a classless society unaware of their
poverty, we were joined in cultural diversity and strife.

. Our proud parents, strong and hard-working but often

illiterate, wanted, above all, that their children be edu-

¢ cated and freed of their labors.

I'was quiet and pensive on the ride back to town as my

. thoughts soared above the landscape tracing the con-

tours of a new reality.?? A “natal bond™® had been

¢ reestablished. My connection to this cohort ran deeper
| than any group consciousness or any deity that could be

called upon. Our continuity resided in the common

i primordial substance out of which we were formed. Coal
' dust, Eocene sediments, and snow melt coarsed through
¢ our veins. The tunnels dug and the faces on the back row
| demanded to be acknowledged for the same reason. We all
. counted the same in a world of which we were a part. And
| our existence, then as well as now, depended on the land

and the bounties it brought.
That evening we celebrated joyously. Interspersed
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with prayers, jokes, and eating, awards were presented for
looking young or having the most children. Motherhood
and apple pie were still alive and thriving in good, solid
American conservatism.

The class picture was a phenomenon in its own right.
Amidst kidding and laughter we rearranged ourselves
repeatedly by size and shape so that every smiling face
was totally visible. I finally came to rest next to him. He
took my hand, reminding me that at our graduation
ceremony, we had stood next to each other, just so.

Later, on a tiny dace floor circled by tables of youth
staring in amusement, we danced to a Western band. At
first shy, I gained confidence under the expert hand of my
partner. Only a moment had passed since we had jitter-
bugged to “Chatanooga Choo Choo” or danced cheek to
cheek to Glen Miller's big band.

In the final meeting of the Class of ‘44 we were served
a delicious luncheon in a circular-windowed mansion on
the desert overlooking the fossil cliffs from which the
owners had fashioned an international fossil fish enter-
prise. 1 left early, keeping my composure through most of
the “good-byes.” With one exception. With closed eyes, we
stood embraced, our sobs vibrating in union through our
breasts.

As 1 left, I thanked the host and complimented him on
the beauty of their home and the extent of their accom-
plishments. “Now all I need to do is walk on water,” he
said. “You are walking on water,” I mumbled as I got into
my car. I drove slowly over the sediments formed millions
of years before when an inland sea occupied that space
and formed fossil fish and fuel. I took the long way over the
mountains. Instead of heading straight home, at the
junction, I turned off at the waterfowl refuge. The rising
lake had reduced the marsh to a single road that disap-

peared like a vanishing point into the water in the
distance. It was sunset. I drove until I saw a red-eyed
grebe. I needed help with re-entry.
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Re-entry

The close, the far-off, the horizon in their inde-
scribable contrast form a system and it is their

relationship within the total field that is the per-
ceptual faith,24

?‘he campus is still. Having completed my brief excur-
sion abroad to last summer’s reunion, I have returned to
this office, the the hub of my life, and to the question posed
earlier— what does it mean to live in a world in which I am
a part? Once again the stark contrast between brick
buildings, trees, and foothills is softened by evening light.
A spectator, I stand on the periphery, my eyes moving
from office to distant horizon and back again.

The spider plant hangs grotesquely incongruent in
the window. Qutside a cascade of leaves forms a yellow
curtain. Filled with this season, I look forward to winter
when my eyereach, laced only with a few bare, brown
branches, will range unobstructed across the meeting
place of sky, lake and mountain clad in winter white.

The persistent interrogation, my constant companion
during the last months, followed me across the pa.fking lot
this morning as I walked toward Milton Bennion Hall.
Passing a diminutive tree, I frightened a flock of feeding
birds from its limbs, adorned with clusters of tiny crab
apples. As I stood for a moment, marvelling at the beauty
of the crab apple redness, another crimson tone shim-

mered in the sun at the edge of my vision. I walked past

the Thunderbird in the parking stall, admitting to the
special quality of Thunderbird redness, when another

| scarlet image took form in my mind.

It was that grebe again—and its red eye that had

¢ moved me one day to write:

Rays at sunset through long, light years
collide with the eye of the grebe
at the precise moment it surfaces
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golden tufts and sleek head dripping.

Rays, glaring red, collected secondhandedly,
enter my brain and explode in

a shimmering cascade of consciousness
that carries me aloft into other worlds.

Staring into the red eye of a grebe one summer
evening on the marshes, 1 was overcome by the
notion that the light rays that entered its eye were
now creating images on my brain. The idea g&r’leex;
ated a feeling of intimacy and reciprocm‘r betwe °n
the grebe and myself that I have felt few times wit
any creature and, for the most part, have tried to
discount.?s
once more that
The grebe invited me to take up
reﬂectiveg:noment that had not yet s}zla.id ;2:1]:32 iit nﬁl:ggegl ;c;
ay. Now at this pause, I return
rsn))rrsterious engagement betweell-'lﬂ thfe greptz iﬁgy rsna){isseli;rtl:
meaning emerge like a butterfly from 1 5
E;w form fancelling out the old, leaving only an empty
1.
Sthut of that brief moment when our eyes met (N;f:;
calls it cross-species identification), came the recogn

that the grebe and I are made of the sar;r;e ﬁlgfl; t:_l}; ;h:r Iia;ﬂ; :

Voice. ;

and have access to the same are el

the matter that coalesced =

omposed of the same elements,

fntolt)his planet out of which life forms ian:: Itzol:gi;g. t\;’g :
“ » 1 \ |

also a part of that “Nature,” our _

?E:Sh."” At?:hat moment and at that place, th.e grebe a:rc:

1 were in an animal-person-world relationship. Weﬁ‘:We :

always, be being at that moment and at that place'hine ¢
were c.aught in an eternal web of hunger, sunshine,
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count in the same world and in the same way.?® Composed
of the same Nature and matter, the grebe and I were
“dropped” into the world without volition or consent.
Despite our species difference, we have the same intrinsic
worth; we count the same. We have the same right to
complete our life cycles in harmony and self-realization;
we are a part of a greater mixed community of diverse
creatures such as “humans, bears, sheep, and wolves."3°

Thirdly, the world belongs to each of us without divi-
sion or loss, an ideal unity that suffices and untangles
every problem. 3! As a human, I am capable of wanton
destruction or compulsive consumption of the earth's
finite resources. What I do to the earth I do also to the
grebe and to myself. Thus waste and pollution are suicidal
acts. Self-realization for both of us is hindered, as Naess
points out, when my own high standard of living, domi-

. nated by quantification, takes precedence over related-

ness, diversification, and integration.>2 The earth in its

| most undisturbed state offers us the most hope for solace

| and wisdom. We must live in balance with the resources
. as well as in harmony with its creatures.

Lastly, our individual perspectives intersect in the
same world. * Qur relationships are reciprocal. We are

. not isolated entities but parts of a greater whole to which
i we have limited access. Qur actions, like aftershocks, are
¢ felt throughout the system. Our landscapes intersect. A
. co-participant, the grebe is not the object of my investiga-
' ton, created because I think it exists, but a subject in its
. own right that enters my life in an intersubjective and
| mutualistic relationship. Dichotomies fade in a world
t where the intrinsic value of the other is acknowledged.

dreams, and storms. We are a p::rt ;)f ;vme;y;?r:zsgatilft;l;:
ranspired on this planet, inclu 5 :
::;rgt drurlr)l. and Thunderbird. We can never leave this__

. We can never die to it. !
WOI'}S.I that impulse came the realization also that we.

ifines it**, to take a stand toward a philosophy of Nature.
Although most of the paper was devoted to rendering the
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cohort experience, I returned to the grfabe to emph}asize a
biospheric and egalitarian cross-species orientation.

Out of the introductory pedagogic mandate that every
child should be taught that she or he came from the Eartl}
have emerged four postulates grounded in the context o
“deep ecology” and framed in the words of Merleau-Pontyci
I reiterate: We are made of the same flesh of the Earth an
have access to the same voice. We count in the same world
and in the same way. The world belongs to each of us
without division or loss, an ideal unity that suffices and
untangles every problem. Our irlxéiividual partial perspec-

rsect in the same world. o
tiveixi;ll?Naess. the Norwegian philosopher and qngma-
tor of the terminology “Deep Ecology” _hai said t.haE
ecology is “deep” when it leads us to question “normative
and descriptive premises; it is philosop?ﬁcal when it
attempts to realize wisdom rather than science or isr;for-
mation and is based on general value priorities.®® To
attempt to realize wisdom, although a worthy undertatt};
ing, is a painful human ordeal because it entails dea
and disillusion of old ideals.

We can only guess where his last notes were taking
Merleau-Ponty. ] agree with Abram?®* that, although still
homocentric, he was moving toward a deep ecological
view. Any philosophy that erases subject-object dichoto-
mies and extrinsic valuing of humans, as did his, is deeply
political as well as ecological.

Merleau-Ponty cautioned us of two errors in thinking:
of the “solopsistic illusion that consists in thinking that g
every going beyond is a surpassing accomplished Eg :
oneself™3” and of “high altitude” thinking, ungrounded
theories. The former may lead us tc drown in our own @
image; the latter, to a dogmatism that ignores other
entries to the world. It is only through incarnate experi- :

ences of the world that we truly begin to understand.

Any philosophy, even an “ecosophy” can go astray. As .

Adorno aptly pointed out some forty years ago:
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It is not man's lapse into luxurious indolence that
is to be feared but the savage spread of the social
under the mask of universal nature, the collective
as a blind fury of activity...which permits
development...hostile to qualitative difference.
Perhaps the true society will grow tired of develop-
ment and, out of freedom, leave possibilities
unused, instead of storming under a confused
compulsion to the conquest of strange stars,"38

Pedagogy and philosophy aside, it may in the end be

F '_; the wild places that hold the key to creature self-realiza-
. tion and biospheric harmony. Out of “brute” experiences,
¢ Wemay yet come to Merleau-Ponty's perceptual faith that

| “thereis being, there is a world, there is something...there
. Is cohesion, there is meaning."3®

Notes

1. Maurice Merleau-Ponty, The Visible and the
Invisible. Edited by Claude Lefort (Evanston: North-
western University Press, 1968), p. 96.

2. Told to me by M. E. Krall.

3. “Earth” is used here to denote the universal bio-
sphere rather than earth (this planet) or world (the
entities perceived by humans.)

4. Marston Bates, The Forest and the Sea (New York:
Time Incorporated, 1960).

8. Dolores La Chapelle proposes that “It's not that
Nature refuses to communicate with us, but that we
no longer have a way to communicate with it.”

Dolores La Chapelle, Earth Wisdom (Silverton: Finn
Hill Arts, 1978), p. 4.

| 6. Ligia Maria Bezerra De Albuquerque, Reflections on

& Dream—Toward a “Deep Ecology” Curriculum

for Brazilian Children (Salt Lake City: University of
Utah, 1984), pp. 30-31.
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A Hope for Helplessness:
Womanness At The Margin In Schools

Angéline Martel
McGill University, Montreal

Linda Peterat
University of British Columbia

Preface

3 This article is a tribute to Dr. Ted Aoki. As an educator,
i athinker, and a leader, he has encouraged his students
| to seek in their own contextual situation the questions
| that guide their lives. In this article, we have engaged in
| a conversation to help us reflect on our life in school as
| women. We then expressed what we saw as a series of
issues revolving around the center core. We have used the
notion of marginality as expressed by Ted Acki in the
. context of minorities in order to help us probe the essence
| of the patriarchal system. That reflections grounded in
| the experience of the marginality of women in school stem
from Ted Aoki's influence is not surprising since he has
 always encouraged and valued individuals struggling in
| coming to terms with tradition and status quo. His notion
' of marginality as a hope in hopelessness has given us that
- very hope.

i This article evolved from an on-going conversation
i between the authors. The paper was written as a dialogue
jand, in order to keep the fluidity of conversation, the first
ipart is presented as a dialogue. It is in the conversation
that each author is shaken from her taken-for-granted-
iness and allowed to probe more deeply into the marginal-
ity of women in schools. The second part stands as a
rellection on the margin expressed in the first part. There
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